Studies were carried out from 2013 to 2015 with the objectives to isolate and identify some indigenous rhizobacterial strains against major soil-borne pathogens of brinjal. Seventy thizobacterial isolates were characterized based on colony characters, morphological and biochemical test and identified as Pseudomonas flourescens (30), P. aeruginosa (13), P. aureofaciens (2) and Bacillus subtilis (25). In vitro bioassay of the seventy rhizobacterial isolates revealed that the isolate I-58 was the most effective rhizobacterial isolate, followed by I-30 and I-55 isolates in inhibiting the radial growth of test pathogens.
Brinjal or eggplant (Solanum melongena L.), of the family Solanaceae is quite popular as the poor man's crop suffer from various soil-borne disease which emerged as major biotic stress in successful cultivation of this crop in India (Gupta et al., 2013) . Soil borne plant pathogens responsible for the diseases due to their persistence nature in soil become more challenging and simultaneous infection by multiple soil-borne plant pathogens results in disease complex that further reduced the yield and quality of the brinjal crop (Koike et al., 2003) . Currently, the management of soil-borne diseases has been done with the application of chemical fungicides. However, it may not be sustainable in the longer run as chemical fungicides are known to cause residual toxicity, toxicity to non-target organisms and other environmental hazards. In recent times much emphasis is being given to manage the soil borne diseases of the crop by employing the plant growth promoting rhizobacteria (Compant et al., 2005) .
The mechanisms of PGPR included regulating hormonal and nutritional balance, inducing resistance against plant pathogens and solubilizing nutrients for easy uptake by plants (Vejan et al., 2016) . The use of PGPR inoculants as biofertilizers is due to the production of some plant growth promoting substances, production of enzymes and production of some antifungal and antibacterial secondary metabolites (Weller, 1988) and as antagonists of phytopathogens due to secretion of antibiotics provide a promising alternative to chemical fertilizers and pesticides (Apastambh et al. 2016; Glick, 2012) . The objectives of this study is to isolates the plant growth promoting bacteria from the rhizosphere of brinjal crop, their biochemical characterization and bio-control potential against major soil -borne plant pathogens of brinjal crop.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Isolation of rhizobacterial isolates
Soil samples were collected from the rhizosphere of healthy brinjal plants was processed for isolation of rhizobacterial isolates by serial dilution method (Dhingra and Sinclair, 1995 (Blazevic and Ederer, 1975) , pectinase activity (Fogarty and Kelly, 1983) , protease activity (Vieira, 1999) and endospore formation.
In vitro evaluation of rhizobacterial isolates against the soil borne pathogens
The isolated rhizobacterial isolates were tested under in vitro conditions, against the major soil borne fungal pathogens viz., Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. melongenae, Rhizoctonia solani and Sclerotium rolfsii responsible for causing wilt, collar rot and root rot respectively in brinjal crop by using dual culture technique (Morton and Stroube, 1955) . Observation regarding per cent inhibition of mycelial growth of pathogens was calculated (Wong et al., 2003) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Isolation and identification rhizobacterial isolates
Seventy rhizobacterial isolates were isolated from the brinjal fields across the locations surveyed. The selected rhizobacterial strains were purified by streak plate method and characterized based on colony characters, morphological and biochemical characteristics.The isolated rhizobacterial isolates exhibited variations in their colony characteristics ( Pseudomonas aeruginosa (13) I-36 and I-59
Pseudomonas aureofaciens (2) biochemical characters. (Table 3) . Our results are in confirmatory with the findings of earlier workers who also characterize the rhizobacteria on the basis of phenotypic and bio-chemical test (Rhodes, 1959; Palleroni, 1975; Fritze, 2002 
